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Superintendent’s Message
My first thought for the topic of this newsletter was to write about our SAU office annual
goals. The SAU office staff formulated goals last summer for the first time. We felt it was
important for the office staff to set a vision and communicate that vision to share the services we provide to the school and community. After watching the championship victory
by the Groveton boys on Friday night, I have decided to change the topic to basketball.
The win over Littleton Friday night was an epic victory for the Groveton boys. The boys
had lost to the Crusaders on two previous meetings during the regular season and many
predicted that Littleton would again be crowned the Division IV champions. Those who
felt Littleton would be victorious forgot about one item; the grit and tenacity of the Groveton boys. The first half of the game was a back and forth affair with the Eagles down by six
at halftime. The second half began with the Littleton squad taking over the game and increasing their lead to 14. All of a sudden, the Groveton boys picked up their intensity and
slowly crawled back into the game. The score remained knotted at the end of regulation
and the two squads headed for overtime. The overtime period remained tight until Austin
Lesperance hit a big three pointer with around ten seconds on the clock. The Eagle boys
were able to hold off the Crusaders on a last second shot to win the state championship.
The most impressive part of this valiant victory was that the boys never gave up when they
were down. The boys kept their composure and reached deep for an added level of grit
and tenacity. The entire Groveton community should be incredibly proud of these young
men and their coaches because they certainly made our community proud before a packed
gymnasium at Plymouth State University. Congratulations to the Groveton Eagles, Division IV State Champs!!!
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Tech Bytes
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math)
SAU58 technology and classroom teachers are providing educational experiences powered by technology to create compelling
educational activities that improve learning. By exposing students to STEAM learning activities, we are providing the opportunity to explore STEAM-related concepts with hopes that students develop a passion to pursue a STEAM related career.
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Stratford Public School
Stratford School students have been busy these past few months collecting and donating funds
for two very worthy causes. Students participated in the St. Jude’s Mathathon in January and
sent them $1,045.00 to continue cancer research. They also collected $250.00 for Pennies
For Patients, the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
Stratford Public School is working on a project to celebrate the school’s 100 years of
existence, 1916-2016. The kickoff to the project happened Thursday, January 26,
when Stratford Students hosted a panel of five (5) alumni to answer questions about
life when they were at Stratford. The panel included, Milton Paradis, ’43; Beverly
Kettle, ’56; Lorraine Harding, ’66; Christie Weir, ’97; and Jenny Caron, ’04. The
panel told us about their lives at Stratford and where they went from their high school
days till now. Some of the questions posed to the group included, “Who was your
favorite teacher and why?”, “What kinds of extra-curricular activities were offered
back in their day?”, “their favorite memories” and “how the building/landscape has
changed since their time at SPS.” Students asked questions from the floor and enjoyed listening to stories from “The Glory Days of Stratford.” Milton Paradis
shared his memories of the 6 person basketball team that took the State Championship in 1943. He brought along a few pictures for the group to look at. After the
discussion took place, students brainstormed ways in which they would like to make
the History of Stratford come alive, to be presented in June to the public. Our essential question to answer and build a project around is, “How has Stratford School
changed over the last 100 years?” Lots of planning and work will take place from
now till the end of the projects. If alumnae or teachers are interested in coming in to
share memories or talk to our group, feel free to call us at 922-3387. We would love
to hear from any and all who are interested in our project.
Our Track Team Practice begins on Tuesday, March 21. Grades K-8 will be practicing for
the annual YMCA meet that is held in Lancaster on Saturday, May 13. Students are eligible
to compete in the mile run, dash, long jump and shot put. Tryouts are held and final selections of the best track team member for the sporting event will be chosen. Stratford also participates in the Fun Run sponsored by the Colebrook Kiwanis in June, so this helps to prepare
for that as well.
Stratford’s annual STEAM Fair will be held on Wednesday, March 15, from 6-7 p.m. in our
gym. Students in grades K-8 have worked on some creative ideas to present. We hope to see
our community out for this event.
Stratford Students in grades 3, 4 and 5-8 have had the pleasure of an “Author in Residence”
for the past few months. This author has been brought to our school through the Arts Alliance of Northern New Hampshire. This author comes to work with students in reading and
writing. The program is about “Telling Our Stories in Northern NH.” Students look forward to her visits and sharing information.
Our National Junior Honor Society Induction
Ceremony will take place on Thursday, March
23, at 2 p.m.
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Stark Village School
Celebrating the Simple Things…
Besides its picturesque location, the Stark Village School is probably best known for
its small size. In these changing and uncertain times small rural schools face many
challenges and obstacles. Yet here at Stark we tend to focus on all the positives that
come from a small school setting. Yes, the small class sizes are a nice benefit to a
small school but one of the greatest benefits is the ability to plan and participate in
many all school activities throughout the year. I think it’s important to reflect on our
ordinary everyday interactions during the year because it is during these little simple
moments that we watch our students grow and develop as individuals.
Every morning we start our day with an all school morning meeting with a greeting,
message, and activity. This is a great way to start and set the tone for the day!
Throughout the year we do all school team building, enrichment, and STEM activities. Students love wee-bobbing during the winter months and one of our favorite
activities is an all school buddy read. If one was to visit the school you would see
older students sitting with younger students in the lunchroom helping them with
lunch and engaging in conversation. On the playground students play across grade
levels. You will often time find the older kids in the Kindergarten room helping
them get their snow gear on for recess and when the Kindies are having a hard time
adjusting to the first days of school it is the older students they find comfort in.
These interactions are not forced, they are something that happen naturally. It is a
culture that has been established and initiated through the students. It is through
these simple moments that students develop empathy, compassion, and the ability to
collaborate in meaningful ways. It is through these simple moments where students
develop skills and character traits that will stay with them as they leave here. So here
is to celebrating the simple things!
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Groveton Elementary School
Celebrations…..parties, remembrances, festivals, recognitions; at Groveton
Elementary School we take pride and joy in our many celebrations. Our students and staff celebrate for a variety of reasons, all of which support our vision
to strive for excellence academically, socially, and emotionally. We are Eagle
Proud!!
This school year we have celebrated Dr. Suess’ birthday, the 100th day of
school, becoming stronger readers, and the pleasure of giving to others. The
GES community celebrates spending time with local Veterans, learning the
history of logging, and visiting the Groveton Fire Department.
When asked what they like to celebrate at school, our students and staff agree
that buddy reading with students in different grades, learning how to multiply
and divide fractions, studying different animal and plant habitats, meeting Dr.
Suess at the town library, and collecting food for our local pantry are some our
best times. Competing in physical education, writing narratives, playing football at recess, learning about glaciers and volcanoes, participating in a mock
election after learning the election process, and making friends with new students are all reasons for us to celebrate.
Each marking quarter Groveton Elementary School holds a school-wide assembly to celebrate our learning. Students and staff meet and share exciting
reasons to celebrate our Eagle Pride!
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Groveton High School
Knowing that there is a direct correlation between student engagement
and student achievement, Mrs. Perras and the staff at GHS continue to
create opportunities for our students to feel a sense of belonging and
connection to our school. Studies have shown the profound effect of a
positive school climate and culture on students’ academic achievement,
attendance rates, and self-esteem. One such successful enterprise is the
recent Fan of the Game initiative. Through the Fan of the Game initiative, students are encouraged to attend sporting events and exhibit
good sportsmanship, school pride, and role model good behaviors for
our younger students. Of the students who attend and participate, random Fans of the Game are chosen and awarded prizes. The initiative
has been overwhelmingly successful in increasing student attendance at
games with the associated expected behaviors. We have been very fortunate to have local sponsors who generously sponsor our Fan of the
Game prizes. Not only does the Fan of the Game initiative increase
attendance at games and foster the related expected behaviors, it encourages our students to participate in healthy and safe evening activities, in the company of our great Groveton community.
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Featured Employee of Central Office

Jaycie Whiting
Payroll/Human Resource

I grew up in Groveton and graduated from Groveton High
School. I continued my education at NHTI and earned an
Associate’s Degree in Computer Information Systems. After residing in southern NH for 12 years my family and I
have finally made our way back to Groveton. We missed
having the small town feel, plus having family and friends
near. My family consists of my husband Shane of 14 years,
our son Aiden who is 12 years old, our daughter Delaney
who is 9 years old and fur babies Boomer and Bella. I have
worked as a computer operator, Para educator, accounts
payable & grants clerk and finally a Payroll & Human Resource Manager. I loved each of my jobs and they have
helped shape me into who I am today. I am thankful to be
a part of SAU #58.
I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, being
outside and at the lake, traveling and camping, watching
my children grow and play sports.
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