May 2017

Superintendent’s Message

It seems hard to believe that the end of the school year is
fast approaching. As many of you know, this was my first
year in the superintendent position, after having spent the
last 18 years as a building administrator. The change in position has certainly been a challenge, while at the same
time very rewarding. It is so exciting to go out into the
classrooms and see all of the wonderful educational opportunities that are being provided to the students of SAU #58.
We are very fortunate to have an incredibly dedicated staff
of professional educators who view student success as their
number one priority. Our administrative team chose the
term, “celebrate” as our theme for this year. We all should
“celebrate” the magnificent schools in each one of our
towns and appreciate the role of our schools as the hub of
the community. Franklin D. Roosevelt stated, “Democracy
cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are
prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.” Educating our students and
providing quality programming for the future is the key to
keeping our communities vibrant and prosperous.

Important Dates:
5/11 Pops Concert
5/16 GHS Athletic Awards Banquet
6/4

Baccalaureate

6/5

Class Night

6/6

GES Honors Banquet

6/8

SPS 100 Year Celebration

6/9

GHS Graduation

6/12 Stark 6th Grade Graduation
6/15 SPS Awards Night

SVS School Yard Habitat
Spring has sprung and we are really excited about getting outdoors to work on our school
yard habitat. This is a project that was established many years ago. It is a student driven and
teacher led initiative where students make many of the decisions and are extensively involved in the
planning of projects. The teachers’ role is one of facilitator. This is a whole learning and integrated teaching opportunity where students have real-life experiences as they discover the natural habitat and how they play an integral part in it.
We currently have several cold frames that are used to protect plants from adverse weather.
In the same area we have a compost bin that was made by students for composting. In the front
of the building we have started to establish a butterfly garden. Throughout the school yard we
have various types of bird feeders and boxes.
This year we are excited to add a vegetable garden to our habitat. Students will plan this
garden and decide what they think we should include. We will be adding new flowers around the
property to enhance the habitat. We are also looking forward to expanding our butterfly garden.
It is really exciting to watch the enthusiasm and engagement as students work in groups on
these various projects. Through this process students not only learn about the habitat and environment but they learn how to collaborate and work as a team. Through the planning process they
learn inquiry, design, and problem solving skills.
We are very excited to get started!!!

Seniors Learn and Practice Goal Setting Strategies for Success
At the start of their senior year, all GHS Seniors met individually with the Administrative team and Guidance Director, Mrs. Perreault, to set goals for their Senior
year and beyond. Said Mrs. Perras, “Every Senior will set goals and have a plan for
post-graduation.” It is understood that too often students graduate with no idea
what they are going to do after graduation. Those students often flounder for
years on end. GHS Seniors were reminded that, in this economy, if they don't
have some postsecondary education or training, they are less likely to be competitive in the job market.
Hence the planning began. After a thorough examination of personal skills,
attributes, interests, and strengths, the Center for College Planning was at GHS
for the first time ever to work with every Senior on college applications. Volunteers from PSU, Granite State College, and other colleges were on hand to
assist with the application process and essay writing. On this day, all NH application fees were waved, saving families upwards of $600 in application
fees! Additionally, all of the Seniors automatically qualified to win $500 scholarships and various prizes throughout the day. No Senior was allowed to skip
the process.

By the end of December, 100% of the Senior class had been accepted to a college or university; a first for Groveton High School. Early acceptance often allows for better financial packages for our students – another benefit of the
process.
Throughout the Fall and Winter months, New Hampshire Higher Education
Assistance Foundation was at GHS for multiple parent and student information nights regarding College Planning and Financial Aid assistance.
Throughout those months, Seniors worked with the College Board for assistance in scholarship opportunities and further applications.
By the time Spring arrived, Groveton High School had its first ever in history
100% college acceptance of its Senior class. Every GHS Senior has a college
door open to him or her!
The power of goal setting and planning!

Groveton Elementary School is celebrating the final countdown to
summer vacation! Students and staff have been busy preparing for
the spring concert and our Memorial Day program. We would like to
invite all community members to join us at the monuments in Groveton on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 9 am to remember our fallen heroes of the US Military who died during combat. Third graders will
join local Veterans on Wednesday, May 17th, to place flags on the
graves of our local, deceased Veterans.
Our school community received a visit from our school mascot,
Spirit. Spirit is a purple eagle encouraging us to remember Eagle
Pride (Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Responsible) throughout our school day.
Spirit has been handing out purple bracelets to members of our
school community who show that they know Eagle Pride!
All students at Groveton Elementary School will be celebrating the
end of another school year on educational field trips to many different locations: Montshire Museum, Capital Building in Concord,
NH, Squam Lake Science Center, and the Flume in Franconia Notch.
All of our field trips have a connection to something students
learned about throughout the school year.
From the Groveton Elementary School community to all of our
readers, we wish you a warm and relaxing summer!

Stratford has four students traveling on the American Heritage Tour. This annual trip is
sponsored by the Kiwanis of Colebrook and our history teacher, Daniel Mackin, is the organizer and leader of the group. Our students did fundraisers all year to pay their way.
Some of the sights they will see include: The Arlington National Cemetery, The Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier and the Wreath Laying Ceremony, The Capitol Building, The National
Mall, Gettysburg, the 9/11 Memorial, the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall and so much
more. This trip is one that will be unforgettable and an opportunity of a lifetime for our
students. One highlight this year is that our students got to see Willie Wonka’s Chocolate
Factory on Broadway.

Our 4th graders will join Groveton’s 4th grade for a trip to the State House this month. The
group has studied New Hampshire History and this trip will help to make connections of
how our state government works.
This year our annual YMCA Track Meet will be held at Lancaster Elementary School on Saturday, May 13. We have 19 students on our Track Team performing in a variety of events.
They will showcase their hard work at their individual events on this day.
Our annual Title I review for parents will be on Wednesday, May 17, where parents have
been invited to “Ride the Bus” to school with their children and enjoy breakfast and a little
presentation. After the presentation, parents will discuss the elements of the Title I Program at Stratford and fill out a brief survey for informational purposes.
Our 8th grade students will be involved in the annual Crossroads Conference held in Colebrook at the Tillotson Center on Wednesday, May 17. Students will attend workshops
geared to their interests and needs and will have the opportunity to hear from the keynote
motivational speaker, Ed Gerety.
Our annual Spring Concert will be held on Thursday, May 25, at 6 p.m. in the gym.
Our students will hold a Memorial Day Service on Friday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m. at the town
monuments in Bloomfield and Stratford. Students will read poetry and sing Patriotic Songs
to commemorate this special time of year.
We continue to work on our 100 year celebration projects – Our projects will be on display
to the public on Thursday, June 6, from 6-7 p.m.
Plans are being made for the Summer School Program. The program will be for seven (7)
weeks, four (4) days a week. Students from Groveton, Stark, Stratford, and Colebrook will
be invited to attend this year. Funding for this program is made available through Title I
Funds from Groveton and Stratford Schools and the Diocese of NH. Registration forms and
information will be coming to all students soon.

Soon we will be offering an ever growing library of
video tutorials and teacher created ed-tech online
content for staff. This professional development
will allow users to completely customize and break
down tech-training into bite sized pieces, so that
they can learn only what they want to learn, when
they want to learn it.
www.kytelearning.com

