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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Competency Education Initiative
SAU #58 is currently in the second year of a major initiative to implement a competency-based educational system. Competency-based systems are described below in the following statements:








teaching and learning are designed to ensure students are becoming proficient by advancing on demonstrated mastery
schools are organized to provide timely and differentiated support to ensure equity (Competency Works)
Competency is a student’s ability to TRANSFER content and
skills in/across content areas (iNACOL)
The point of school is not to get good at school but to effectively parlay what we learned in school in other learning and in life.
(Wiggins, 2012)
It’s not about coverage of content, it’s about mastery of content
- - - DEEPER LEARNING

Deeper learning ensures that students:









master core academic content
think critically
solve complex problems
work collaboratively
communicate effectively
direct their own learning
develop an academic mindset

We have developed the following implementation timeline:
2018-2019
Pilot the reporting system at the elementary schools:
2019-2020
Implement the competency system at the elementary schools, pilot at the
middle school:
2020-2021
Implement at the middle school, pilot at the high school:
2021-2022

STARK VILLAGE SCHOOL
On Wednesday, November 8, 2017 the Stark Village School Community
hosted a Veterans Day Breakfast. It was our honor and privilege to share breakfast with such special guests. A simple breakfast is a small token of appreciation
for such great sacrifice, yet this is one way we can honor and recognize their
service to our country. Every year the students and staff look forward to the
various events we have to interact with our local veterans. We enjoy having
them visit our school and the various opportunities we have to write to them
during the year. The staff and students are grateful for the connections we have
been able to establish with our local veterans. We understand that it is because
of their service we have the freedom to enjoy the things we love. In the upcoming weeks students will be writing and sending Christmas cards to our local veterans. This is something students look forward to every year.
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GROVETON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Eagle Pride abounds at Groveton Elementary School. Our
school mascot, Spirit, is a constant reminder to staff and
students that we need to be safe, kind, and responsible
throughout our school community. Recently, we have been
focused on showing Eagle Pride on the playground. If you
happen to be at GES, take notice of the Peace Path painted
on the playground; the Peace Path helps community members work through disagreements in a nonconfrontational
way. Thanks to some grant monies received, we have been
able to purchase new playground games. We have giant
Connect Four and Jenga games, short pool noodles to safely play tag, new jump ropes, soccer and kick balls, and a
few sleds for winter fun.
We will be ringing in the holiday spirit at Groveton Elementary School as we show Eagle Pride through our giving to the local food pantry and sharing our musical talent
with townspeople at our concert on December 18th, 6 pm
at Ryan Memorial Gymnasium. Our staff and students
wish all a very merry holiday season!
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STRATFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL

News From the Hilltop
Stratford School hosted a Thanksgiving Community Dinner
with approximately 130 students and community members in
attendance.
A group of Stratford students and staff attended the Stratford
Town Tree Lighting Ceremony to help with the singing of
Christmas Carols at the Stratford Common on Saturday, December 2.
Students from grades 2-8 attended the movie, Wonder, at the
Rialto Theatre in Lancaster on Tuesday, December 12. This
movie will be part of follow-up lessons in kindness, friendship and acceptance.
Stratford School Students have received a $2,500 grant from
Berlin City to help defray the cost of their annual Washington, DC Trip. They traveled to Berlin to represent our school
and accept the gift on Wednesday, December 13.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hampshire are coming to
our community. The parent organization has hired Mr. Dan
Peel to coordinate the Northern portion of the program and
will be working in some office space at Stratford as well as
Groveton and Lancaster. You’ll be hearing more about this
in the immediate future.
Stratford School will be offering an After School STEM Program for interested students starting in January for 10 weeks.
This program is being brought to our students through White
Mountain Science Incorporated who has received a Tillotson
Grant for this purpose. Our technology integrator, Heather
Burkham, will be working with this group to present it to our
students.

4

GROVETON HIGH SCHOOL

Drug Free – The Way to Be at Groveton High School
Groveton High School and Middle School students were recently treated to an assembly featuring two members of Recycled Percussion, a nationally known performing group whose roots trace back to New Hampshire. Now an established act
performing up to 600 shows a year as headliners in Las Vegas, Recycled Percussion
first began over 20 years ago as a group of friends who put together an act for a high
school talent show drumming on garbage cans and random pieces of scrap metal.
The band member recounted to the students how he grew up in a home where dysfunction was practically “the norm”, and that most of it stemmed from alcohol or
drug issues among the adults in his life. He said his early exposure to substance
abuse has inspired him to remain drug and alcohol free for his entire life. He also
stressed to the students that despite the difficulties of his early life, he found something he was good at and turned his passion for drumming into a career that now
generates millions of dollars a year for the Recycled Percussion show. He also
stressed the importance of “giving back” to others.

Eagle Pride was rampant as the students enjoyed the show and took the important
message to remain drug free to heart.
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