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Superintendent’s News
District-Wide Competency Work Continues
The staff from SAU #58 having been working hard the past two
years on making the transition to a competency-based educational
system. We have had formal training from the Center for Collaborative Education and have dedicated most of our teacher workshop and early release days towards this endeavor. We have used
national, state, and local curriculum to develop competencies for
each disciplinary area. Work has begun to develop Quality Performance Assessments (QPAs) and grading rubrics for each of the
units of study. Our goal is to eventually have every unit of study
competency-based with accompanying QPAs and rubrics. The next
step for our district is to formulate our approach to grading and
reporting. We will spend the March 16th teacher workshop and
the April 5th early release days creating our new philosophy of
grading. After the grading philosophy is complete, we will be analyzing and creating new ways to report out to students, parents,
and community members. Our plan is to pilot the new system in
the elementary schools next school year, the middle school the
following year, and the high school the year after. We are currently creating a district competency guide that will contain all of the
information necessary to explain our new system. Our goal is to
hold community forums in the spring where students, parents, and
community members can learn about the competency system.
The forums will allow all constituents the opportunity to ask questions and give feedback.

Stark Village School
Choose Kindness
Random Act of Kindness Week February 12th – 16th
The Stark Village School celebrated Random Act of
Kindness Week the week of February 12th – 16th. The
students celebrated by participating in different
themed days and daily activities that promoted kindness! Students gave and received compliments all
week and created a large heart that described the
special qualities of each student. There was an
“Appreciation Station” set up in the Multi- Purpose
Room where students could write thank you notes to
peers, teachers, parents, staff, community members,
etc. Students came away from the week understanding the large impact a simple act of kindness can
have on someone. Although the official “Kindness
Week” has ended it is common to see students
writing thank you notes or taking a compliment from
the “compliment bucket” to give to a peer or community member. As a school community we strongly believe that teaching attributes such as kindness play a
vital role in helping our students become successful,
contributing members of their community. We are so
proud of each and every one of them!
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Groveton High School
A Culture of College and Career Readiness
Groveton High School continues to do an excellent job academically preparing our students for life after high school through
rigorous coursework, post-secondary articulation, and career
development. One determining factor in a student’s success,
access to, and funding of higher education is success on the SAT.
With this in mind, GHS has embarked on a school-wide SAT
preparation immersion to increase students’ test-taking skills
and comfort in the testing environment. Each Thursday, a
school-wide test-taking activity is completed during the first 20
minutes of period one. In addition, Juniors, for whom the test is
imminent, are completing specific subject area preparation embedded in their coursework. Juniors are also working in small
learning communities completing test taking activities during
advisory two days of each week.
Success on the SAT, the State’s mandated standardized test for
grade 11, not only increases a student’s post-secondary choices,
it also increases a student’s opportunity for post-secondary
funding sources. The staff and students at GHS are invested in
each student’s personal success.
We continue to complement our rigorous academics with cultural immersion activities and place-based education projects. Our
cultural immersion activities expose students to the wonders of
the greater world, while our place-based education projects encourage students with a love for our beautiful North Country
and all the splendors we have available as residents of this beautiful area. We continue to appreciate the support and partnerships with some of our local industry leaders including Speedway
51, NSA, and First-Step Fitness to name a few.
As we prepare our students for the bigger picture of life beyond
high school, our daily operations are always rooted in a deep
awareness of our external climate. Our school’s safety remains
our number one priority; nothing is more important than the
safety of our students and staff. We remain hyper-vigilant to all
security threats and are thankful for our unending commitment
from our staff, law enforcement, and an informed and communicative community in our school’s safety.
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Groveton Elementary School
At the start of every school day, about 7:55 am, the
Groveton Elementary School community gathers
around the flagpole on our playground to join together
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Fifth graders at Groveton
Elementary School met with local veteran, Dan Peel, to
understand that our flag, which presents as a simple
piece of cloth but is representative of so much more,
symbolizes the many freedoms and the justice we share
as citizens of the United States of America. Students
spent time practicing the proper procedure for raising,
lowering, and folding the US flag. The flag ceremony at
Groveton Elementary School exemplifies our community wide commitment to being good citizens.
Good citizenship insists that we work together to make
our community a little better place than it is if we do
not strive to help one another. We have an amazing
staff and student body at GES working together to be
good citizens. Older students buddy up and read with
younger students, student volunteers help the delivery
man carry in the weekend food bags that go home every Thursday afternoon, staff and students donate their
used books to others who are less fortunate, and our
whole school community participates daily in a meaningful flag ceremony.
Good citizenship is one way our staff, students, and parents show Eagle Pride at Groveton Elementary School.
We invite all Northumberland citizens to share your Eagle Pride by joining us any morning at 7:55 am as we
gather together around the flagpole.
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Stratford Public School
News From the Hilltop
Stratford Public School
Stratford School Students have been busy this winter season.
As a school, we have raised money to send to two non-profit and
very deserving organizations, St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital and
Pennies for Patients (the Lymphoma and Leukemia Society). We
raised $1,194.00 to send to St. Jude’s and $267.00 for Pennies
for Patients.

As a follow-up to going to the movie, Wonder, in December, our
2nd graders made personal positive comment posters – all the
positive comments coming from their classmates. Also, the 6th
grade decided to decorate their classroom door for Dr. Seuss
Day to the theme of the movie, Wonder.
Our students have enjoyed a couple of events sponsored by our
parent, teacher and student group, PAWS. The Family Dance
was well attended on February 10, where family members came
to have a meal and enjoy dancing after. The PAWS group also
organized a St. Patrick’s Day celebration for the after school program on Thursday, March 15. Students enjoyed stations of tossing gold coins, pin the shamrock on the hat, decorating cookies,
face painting, and eating healthy green snacks.
Before vacation, Stratford celebrated Dr. Seuss Day by doing activities each day. Activities included dressing in red and blue
(Red Fish, Blue Fish), stripes (A Bad Case of Stripes), Read a TShirt Day, dressing in a favorite book character and wearing pajamas. Door decorating took place during the week all in the
sport of celebrating reading. The whole school participated in a
common DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time.
Stratford School has been able to offer to their students an After
-School STEM Program for 10 weeks. It has been brought to our
students through White Mountain Science Incorporated, who
received a Tillotson Grant for this purpose. Our Technology Integrator, Heather Burkham, is working with the organization to
present it to our students.
Stratford will host a STEAM Fair and Book Fair on Wednesday,
March 21 from 6-7:30, where students will present their projects
to the community.
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Stratford Public School

