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It is hard to imagine that the
year is already half over and we
still have so much to accomplish.
The entire district has been focused on our competency-based
educational initiative for the past
2 ½ years. We have made great
strides in understanding the necessary ingredients to implementing a competency-based system.
We have been designing units of
study, quality performance assessments, rubrics, and workstudy practices. We have shifted
our focus this year to designing
the reporting mechanism for the
system. Staff have been meeting
in grade span and subject alike
groups to design a report card
system that works for all those
involved. Although still a work
in progress, the elementary
school report card will be the
first to be piloted. Our goal is to
finish the elementary report card
this spring and hold listening
sessions for parents and community members. The longrange plan is to pilot the competency system at the elementary
schools in 2019-2020 and the
middle/high school in 20202021. We will be using federal

grant money to contract
with the NH Learning Initiative to provide training and
support for all teachers this
spring and summer. I would
like to thank all of the administrators and teachers
for their hard work and dedication to this initiative; it is
a long journey and they all
have risen to the occasion.

“Mastery is effective transfer
of learning in authentic and
worthy performance. Stu-

dents have mastered a
subject when they are fluent, even creative, in using their knowledge,
skills, and understanding
in key performance challenges and contexts at
the heart of that subject,
as measured against valid
and high standards”.
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Groveton Elementary School
Winter Activities is back at Groveton Elementary School! Staff who participated in winter activities many years ago, when
they were students at GES, have worked with other staff members to offer a Winter Activities program that involves every
student enrolled at GES in a fun, educational activity. It was exciting to see previous GES students who are now staff members, work to bring back a program they valued as students.
This year we are sending one third of our students to Bretton Woods for skiing/snowboarding lessons. Our students are given an opportunity to learn a lifelong, physical activity that benefits health and physical development, while taking advantage
of outdoor activities available in the White Mts. of New Hampshire. Another group of 30 students travels to Berlin, NH,
where they are learning to ice skate at the Berlin Arena or bowl at the Berlin Bowling Center.
Students choosing not to travel away from Groveton for an activity participate in Lego club, cooking classes, or dance class.
In Lego club, students are putting their mathematical and problem solving skills to work as they engage in creative play with
peers. In cooking class, students are learning how to be little chefs. One week our little chefs were eager to share delicious
pizza they made. Another week, after learning where popcorn comes from, the cooking club organized a special popcorn
snack on National Popcorn Day for the entire school. The Groveton Elementary School dancers are having fun with Miss Jody
at First Step Fitness. Each week they are learning a new dance such as ballet or tap dancing. Our dancers enjoy returning to
school and sharing the dances they have learned each week.
The Groveton Elementary School community is very thankful to the Northumberland Education Foundation for their generous donation, helping to support our Winter Activities Program. Without this support, we would be unable to offer these
educational opportunities to our students!
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Stratford Public School
Stratford School Students have been involved in many activities since getting back to school after the Christmas break. Students participated in the Mathathon and collected $1,274.00 to send to St. Jude’s Hospital .
Camfel Productions, a character-building assembly program, paid a visit to Stratford Students, grades K-8. Both programs,
“It’s My Life” and “Count on Me”, were designed to help students make positive choices, be respectful to others, and be responsible.
Students at Stratford are taking part in the White Mountain Science Institute (WMSI) STEM Club for 10 weeks. Great activities and learning are happening during this time of tech instruction!
Winnie the Pooh paid a visit to our Pre K, Kindergarten and First Graders. This visit was sponsored by the Believe In Books
Literacy Foundation.
Students participated in an afternoon of “Winter Carnival” games on January 29. Students in groups rotated through activities which included relay games of Dress Your Teacher as a Snowman and Build a Snowman using gym materials. Other
group activities included face painting, making snowflake ornaments and a paper snowball fight. Hot chocolate and popcorn were provided as a snack and some students stayed for after school activities, which concluded with a huge Tug-O-War
game in the back yard snowbanks.
Students are collecting funds to send to the Lymphoma and Leukemia Society by “feeding” our shark named Bruce – with all
their loose change. That money will be counted before we leave for February Break.
Our annual Family Dance will be held Saturday, February 9, with a record amount of tickets sold this year. We are all looking
forward to a great family time!
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Groveton High School
In a world where social media is often related to cyberbullying and uncivil discourse, GHS has
embraced the social media platform YouUplift. Our YouUplift platform allows students to
post only positive and uplifting messages regarding their peers and our school community.
These posts are streamed live on our cafeteria kiosk throughout the day and accessed
through our school website. I encourage you to take a look at the positive things our students are posting. Our students are loving this - which speaks to our ability to change social
climate and culture from within.
Groveton High School is soon to begin SAT preparation. We are excited to be taking these
all-important tests with our Juniors. Our SAT prep sessions review each student’s personalized PSAT strengths and weaknesses to customize learning and assist in test-taking strategies. Success on SATs is often a gateway to increased post-secondary options and greater
financial aid sources.. Many of our current Juniors scored in the National Merit Scholar range
on the PSAT, so these test-prep objectives are worthwhile and working to allow our students
to showcase their classroom learning.
Our Running Start program (dual college/high school coursework) remains strong and successful; graciously supported by our Max York Foundation. Most of our seniors are graduating high school with multiple college credits, potentially saving our families thousands in college tuition costs.
Our basketball season continues to be a source of school and community pride. Many of our
students participate as athletes or in supporting roles. We are fortunate to have such wonderful community support of our initiatives to encourage our students to attend games, show
good sportsmanship, and be good examples of Eagle Pride. “Fan of the Game” is one of the
many initiatives that GHS uses to promote healthy after school and evening recreational activities. Additionally, GHS offers many co-curricular activities to assist students in wholesome
and safe after school activities. This is due to our very dedicated staff and supportive community.
Our “whole child” approach to instruction addresses the emotional, social, and economic
needs of our school community. We are thankful for our community-wide support of these
initiatives.
Much of GHS’s strength is our solid foundation in traditional and successful pedagogy. While
our successful foundations are strong, we are continually reviewing our strategies and finding
new and innovative ways to personalize student learning so that each of our students may
become his or her personal best.
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Stark Village School
We are very excited about expanding our schoolyard habitat with an outdoor classroom
space. We have a beautiful butterfly garden that we added herbs to last year. We also expanded our vegetable garden and had a fruitful harvest in the fall. This year our schoolwide initiative, led by Mrs. Jewell, is to start our outdoor classroom space.
The planning and building of our outdoor classroom is student centered and directed with the teacher as a facilitator. The students are a part of the entire process from
planning to building. This serves as not only a community project but it is also directly connected to the curriculum. This experiential hands on project allows students to develop
skills that are not necessarily taught best in the classroom, in other words it bridges the gap
between theory and practice. It also has the power to change the mindset students may
have by approaching content from a hands on approach.
The goal is to build an outdoor structure that will serve as an alternative learning
space for students and staff. Child development research indicates that young children are
learning everywhere and all the time. We know that a healthy experience nurtures the
whole child and does not confine learning to a classroom. The outdoor classroom will be
used for the following but not limited to: an extended space where activities that are difficult to do inside can be performed, outdoor dining and social space where students can engage with classmates, a sheltered place to observe the ecological space that surrounds us
(river, mountains, wildlife, etc).
An outdoor classroom provides many research based benefits which include the following: increased school performance, increased student mental and physical health,
healthy child development, and increased engagement. We have been fortunate enough to
receive grant money for the project which will get us started, we can’t wait!!

